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Abstract: The paper objective is investigation of complex relationships in supply chains and supply 
networks with a focus on logistics multiads. Supply chain characteristics and requirements strongly 
depend on industry segment. In ever changing automotive industry, complex supply chains are 
developing into multi-tiered international supply networks. Most papers in supply chain 
management focus on primary partners in supply chain, investigating its basic unit – logistics dyad 
(buyer-supplier relationship). In this paper, relationships with logistics service providers are 
included into analysis, aiming to get better insight into relationships following the theoretical 
concept of logistics triads in real environment. Within supply network, a logistics multiad is 
identified, briefly analyzed through dyadic relationships, and then aggregated into triads from 
different perspectives.  

   
Keywords: Logistics outsourcing, logistics triad, logistics multiad, relationships, automotive 
industry  

1. INTRODUCTION 

                                                           



 

2. LOGISTICS TRIAD AS A BASE UNIT IN LOGISTICS RELATIONSHIP RESEARCH  



 

3. LOGISTICS MULTIAD IN COMPLEX SUPPLY NETWORKS – AN EXAMPLE FROM THE 
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3.1 Research methodology 

3.2. Results and discussion 
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4. CONCLUSION 
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