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Abstract: Maritime transport is by definition the most environmentally friendly mode of transport 
per ton of cargo transported, but in recent years, its negative impacts are being emphasized more 
often, although the International Convention for the Prevention of Pollution from Ships (MARPOL) 
convention exists since 1973. 

Negative impacts of maritime transport occur mainly during ship’s sailing, but also those arising 
during operations in ports should not be neglected, mainly due to the proximity of ports to 
residential areas.  

In this paper, the authors provide an overview of the environmental challenges in shipping industry 
that have to be tackled by ship-owners, ship-operators and ports in order to achieve greener 
maritime transport. Also, the examples of best practice resolving specific issues are mentioned and 
the estimates of costs in achieving greener shipping are provided. 
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1. INTRODUCTION 

 



 

2. CURRENT ENVIRONMENTAL FOOTPRINT OF MARITIME TRANSPORT 

2.1 Air pollution from maritime transport 
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2.2 Sea pollution from maritime transport 

 
 
 



 

3. ECONOMIC IMPACT OF SELECTED MEASURES 



 

4. CONCLUSIONS 
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